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pass unchallenged, and we state emphatically that there has been no
such unlawful influx of Indians into the Transvaal, as has been suggested
by the speaker. We would here draw the attention of the public to the
fact that the British Indian Association at Johannesburg invited public
enquiry into the matter, which the Government did not grant, as the
Government was fully convinced that there was no such influx. With
reference to the so-called increase in Indian trade in Natal, there is a
most effective and tyrannical check actually exercised over Indian licences.
As the members of the Congress must have known, the Natal Dealers'
Licenses Act places every Indian trader absolutely at the mercy of the
Licensing Officer. They must also have known that two respectable
Indians1, traders of long standing, have been wantonly deprived of their
licences, although they were, as a matter of fact, not even competing
with Europeans in their trade.

In the Transvaal, the position is no better, if only because the Indian
population of the Transvaal is not so large as the Indian population of
Natal, and also because even refugees find it difficult to enter that Colony.
At the same time, we are free to admit that the decision of the Supreme
Court in the test case has undoubtedly, to a certain extent though not
in any appreciable degree, increased the number of Indian licences,
but Indians have showed their extreme moderation by suggesting that,
as against repeal of Law 3 of 1885 and all class legislation, they would
be prepared to accept the principle of control over new trade licences by
the municipal bodies. It is worthy of note that, of the eight speakers
who are reported to have taken part in the debate on the resolution, there
were only two from Cape Town, and they did not appear to have brought
forward any facts or figures to show that Indian trade was in any way
affecting European trade. Thus, examined from every point of view, the
resolution is totally unnecessary, and certainly not based upon facts.
The only real remedy which lies at their door, the people of the Trans-
vaal have hitherto declined to accept. It is also worthy of note that,
out of the eight speakers, there were five from the Transvaal; and evident-
ly the resolution was passed, not in the interests, as it has been said in
the body of it, of South Africa generally, but in the interests of the Trans-
vaal only.
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iDadaOsman and Hoondamal; vide Vol. Ill, pp. 17-21 and Vol. IV, pp. 357-9.